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it will be necessary to press for some amendment of section 6(b) of
the Act (which does not especially concern British Indian subjects)
and he is accordingly communicating with the Foreign Office.
WHAT THIS MEANS
Lord Elgin's letter is a very disappointing one. His interpretation
of the Act makes it much harsher than the Acts of the Cape Colony
or Natal Under the Acts of the Cape Colony and Natal, Indians with
some knowledge of English .are considered eligible, but under the Trans-
vaal Act there is an implied restriction on [the immigration of] such
Indians. In spite of this, Lord Elgin asserts that there is nothing new
in the Act. Besides, section 6(c) relates to deportation of Indians in
particular, and this also Lord Elgin appears to approve. It follows from
this that, if Indians refused to obey a particular law, Lord Elgin would
assent to any measure, including the death penalty, to enforce submis-
sion to that law. Where there is a question of complications with foreign
governments, Lord Elgin wants amendment of the section concerned,
and he has already obtained an assurance from General Smuts about
this amendment. How can anyone assert, after reading Lord Elgin's
letter, that the Indian community would not have been utterly ruined if
it had not put up a fight, relying on God and its own strength. Look
at the concern he feels for subjects of-foreign governments. There is a
saying among us, "Where there is no fear, there is no love". We do not
believe that this is true on all occasions, but it is certainly true in Lord
Elgin's case.
LORD ELGIN'S LETTER TO FOREIGN OFFICE
Lord Elgin requests to be favoured with the views of
Sir Edward Grey with regard to section 6(b). This sub-section
empowers the Colonial Government to remove from the Colony any
person whom it deems dangerous to the peace, order and good
government of the Colony. It appears to confer a dangerously wide
power over British subjects as well as over foreign subjects. It is
true that such power has been conferred in British Bechuanaland
and elsewhere, where the laws in question were passed under ab-
normal conditions and at the end of a war. No precedent exists
for such legislation in a Colony under responsible government. The
Privy Council has also objected strongly to such measures. Also,
the Peace Preservation Ordinance did not confer powers for sum-
mary expulsion of anyone. Furthermore, the late President
Kruger's Government had passed a law for the expulsion of aliens,
which His Majesty's Government got repealed. Lord Elgin is
therefore disposed to make the non-disallowance of the Act condi-
tioned on the amendment of this section.